
 Questions for Subgroups of NIST Big Data Working Group

These questions are meant to be from the perspective of a target customer for the September deliverables e.g. an IT executive considering a Big Data project. 

Starting point is the initial NIST Big Data definition.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Big Data refers to digital data volume, velocity and/or variety

[,veracity] that: 

enable novel approaches to frontier questions previously 

inaccessible or impractical using current or conventional 

· methods; and/or 
exceed the capacity or capability of current or conventional 

· methods and systems”
------------------------------------------------------------------------

This definition implies that Big Data solutions must use new developments beyond “current or conventional methods and systems”. Previous data architectures, technologies, requirements, taxonomies, etc. can be a starting point but need to be expanded for Big Data solutions. A possible user of Big Data solutions will be very interested in answering the  following questions:

General Questions

· What are the new developments that are included in Big Data solutions?
· How do the new developments address the issues of needed capacity and capability?
· What are the strengths and weaknesses of these new developments?
· What are the new applications that are enabled by Big Data solutions?
· Are there any best practices or standards for the use of Big Data solutions?
Questions for subgroups

· What new definitions are needed to describe elements of new Big Data solutions?
· How can the best Big Data solution be chosen based on use case requirements?
· What new Security and Privacy challenge arise from new Big Data solutions?
· How are new Big Data developments captured in new Reference Architectures?
* How will systems and methods evolve to remove Big Data solution weaknesses? 

